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From Table 3, it should be clear that if anything, there is a
sort of an inverse (particularly at the extremes), rather than direct,
correlation between the proportions of the depressed classes and
agricultural labourers. The proportion of the former is the lowest
in Bombay, whereas that of the latter is the highest; on the other
hand, in the United Provinces, the proportion of the former is the
highest, whereas that of the latter is the lowest if Punjab is excluded.
The chief explanation of the regional patterns in the proportion
of agricultural labourers, therefore, cannot be seriously sought in the
proportion of the depressed classes.
As pointed out earlier, if the dispossession of the peasants was
the chief factor in the evolution of landless agricultural labourers
as a large and a distinct class, it is obvious that such a class should
have the largest proportion where the land transferability was the
easiest—that is in the raiyatwari region or what we have termed the
Southern Trangle ; similarly this proportion should be smaller where
land transferability was very limited as in the Zamindari andmakal-
wari areas, or in the Eastern Region and the Great North. What
remains to be explained is the disparity between the proportion
of agricultural labourers in the Eastern Region and the Great North.
The chief factor for this disparity seems to be the fact that in the
Eastern Region, the British administration and its land settlements
together with the disintegration of the village communities and of the
traditional form of agrarian society started much earlier than in
the Great North.
The land settlements in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa in general
were completed by the end of the eighteenth century ; whereas
in the United Provinces and the Punjab, they were not completed
even as late as 1850. Consequently, traditional forms of agrarian
society disintegrated much earlier in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa
than in the United Provinces and the Punjab. In 1899, Baden-
Powell pointed out that in Bengal, "the village organization has
almost completely decayed";3* whereas for the Punjab he stated
that "generally speaking, at the present day the tribal constitution
of the agrarian society is more prominent in the Punjab than it is
elsewhere."86 It should be added that the smaller proportion of
85 Baden-Powell, The Origin  and  Growth of Village Communities^ p, 142 ;
also Maine, Sir H. S., Village Communities, p. 153.
88 Baden-Powell, op. cit., p. 58.
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